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Requiring teachers from 
kindergarten to high school to 
possess firearms is not the answer 
to our desperation.  President 
Trump may claim that by arming 
teachers, we will appear to be 
“hardening” our schools, but there 
are many things to consider before 
doling out guns to our children’s 
educators.

Students are scared.  
In all communities, students 
are petrified of what is to come.  
Many have used their voice to call 
attention to this horrific situation.  
However, we have chosen to 
discuss the training process that 
teachers may have to go through 
instead of listening to them- 
Instead of figuring out how to 
make it impossible for those with 
mental impairments to purchase 
guns as easily as they have been.  
Sure, if someone really wants to 
get their hands on a gun to act 
on some malicious intent, they 
will.  The environment of violent 
gun culture we have cultivated 
as a society has inspired so many 

to cause terror in hopes that 
their faces will appear on every 
television screen and newspaper 
front page in the United States.  
Moreover, we have been allowing 
them to dabble in this fame.

Though arming 
teachers sounds like a reasonable 
solution to our disillusioned 
vision of the gun violence, it is a 
highly unrealistic expectation of 
American schools.  According 
to Brookings, the presence of 
armed individuals on a school 
campus does not matter in 
deterring a shooter away from 
school grounds.  Secondly, the 
cost to arm around only 10-20% 
of America’s teachers would cost 
millions of dollars.  Dollars that 
we could be spending on funding 
for the academic programs 
of underprivileged schools, 
furthering the knowledge of future 
generations.  In addition, to place 
the cherry on the top of the sundae, 
we would be expecting untrained 
adults (which in majority of cases 
would also be highly unwilling) 
to suddenly have to train and arm 
themselves with guns. This would 
likely constitute a completely 
new level of paranoia and safety 
concerns that could easily be done 
without.     

As a student myself, 
I would not feel more safe if all 
or most of my teachers had guns 
within their possession in their 
classrooms.  Where would it be 
kept?  Will they be required to 
keep it locked away in a safe?  

How foolproof is that?  What 
happens if a student encounters 
the firearm?  Do we really think it 
is realistic to imagine 7 year olds 
learning in the same room as a gun 
that is supposed to ensure their 
safety?  Are we really sure that 
we trust our schools to adequately 
train its teachers to handle a 
firearm properly?  Teachers and 
students hardly take lockdown 
procedures and fire drills seriously, 
what makes you think this is any 
different?    

We could dwell on the 
past and choose to fuss about why 
nothing seemed to happen after 
the shooting at Columbine High 
School back in April of 1999.  We 
could crack our heads over the 
fact that mass shootings at schools 
has obviously increased since 
then.  But should we?  Next year 
it will have been twenty years 
since Columbine and children 
are still being slaughtered in 
institutions that claim to open their 
arms to them and nurture their 
academic development.  After a 
man boarded a commercial flight 
in 2001 with a bomb contained 
in his shoe, TSA now requires all 
passengers to remove their shoes 
at the security checkpoint.  We 
have taken more steps to secure 
airports and airline flights than our 
schools.

Is arming our teachers 
the answer?  No.  We need to 
consider other options before we 
settle on placing guns in the hands 
of those that help drive our future.
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Letters to the Editor
Hello Readers! If you would like to express an opinion 
about things in and around WHS, please feel free to send 
us a Letter to the Editor at 18MurphyDo@gowcs.net. You 
must include your name and we hold the right to edit the 
letter for grammatical accuracy appropriateness, or space. 
Thank you.
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The Sting is a quarterly publica-
tion of Williamston High School 
3939 Vanneter Rd. Williamston 
MI, 48895. It is published by the 
1st hour Journalism class. The 
Sting informs, entertains, and 
provides a forum for ideas within 
the school community. It is circu-
lated within the high school and to 
subscribers in the community and 
outside the school district. Letters 
to editors are accepted at the dis-
cretion of the editors. Letters must 
be signed by the author and may 
be edited for grammar, spelling, 
and style. Direct all questions to 
Mr. Duffey’s classroom in room 
D8 at the high school.

Should armed staff be present on school grounds?

 Lunchtime at school 
was designed to give students 
a break from their classes 
while also ensuring they don’t 
starve to death (something that 
probably wouldn’t go over well 
with most of their parents).  
While it successfully serves 
these purposes, it can also create 
one of the most stressful social 
situations high school students 
will face. 

 Each round table, 
designed to sit 8 people, at 
times may have 15 students 
crowding around them. While 
some kids are sympathetic 
and will scoot over, sacrificing 
precious arm space to make 
room for a friend, others aren’t 
as generous.  Often times, even 
if a table appears to have room, 
it can be embarrassing to ask 
if you can eat with a group of 
strangers. 

 This year we have 52 

new kids.  If one has been in 
the school district for a while, 
they can find out which of 
their friends have lunch at the 
same time as them and agree 
to face the lunchroom and 
claim a table together.  While 
the lunchroom is definitely a 
challenging social situation 
for all students, it proves to 
be especially difficult for new 
students. When transferring to a 
new district, these students must 
face an already sectioned off 
lunchroom. 

 High school students 
sit with their friends.  If one has 
no friends, they have no place to 
sit. While this may seem harsh, 
it’s reality. 

  For many, the stress of 
finding a place to sit is much too 
intimidating so they choose to 
skip it all together.  Some new 
students may spend their lunch 
period hiding in the library or 
hall alone, hoping to avoid eye 
contact with all other students 

until some kind soul in one of 
their classes invites them to sit 
with them.  

 Even then, the new 
student is faced with thirty 
minutes to attempt to shove 
a balanced meal down their 
throat and also not embarrass 
themselves too badly in front of 
a whole table of new people and 
potential new friends.  

 I know many readers 
are thinking “Wait, that’s an 
option?” Although it is an 
option, it does not mean it is 
a good one.  There is a certain 
social stigma that comes with 
camping out in the hallway or 
band room.  I do my best not 
to judge but it has been driven 
into our minds through our 
peers and the media that band 
kids are nerds, so choosing 
to spend your small amount 
of free time in the band room 
automatically makes you a nerd 
and untouchable to anyone 
outside the realm of band nerds. 

 While this may 
be based off of oppressive 

stereotypes, they 
still affect those 
to whom the 
applications are 
made. As students 
progress to their 
senior year, they 
hopefully reach 
a slightly higher 
level of maturity 
that enables them 
to throw these 
social norms out the 
window.  Although 
this may be more 
possible for 17 and 
18 year olds, as a 
14 and 15-year-old 
freshman, ignoring 
these social norms 
can be much more 
difficult. This makes 
it practically social suicide to 
choose to sit in the band room 
your freshman year. 

 Now there must be 
a way for the less musically 
inclined to avoid the cafeteria- 
there is- if you wish to starve.  
Many students choose to spend 
their lunch period in the library.  
Upon a first glance sitting in the 

library is a great idea- it’s well 
lit, it’s quiet for finishing your 
homework, and there is plenty 
of reading material.  The only 
downside is if you wish to eat 
anything at all, you’re out of 
luck as the library is supposed 
to be a food free zone. 

 While having a non-
stressful lunchroom experience 
may seem impossible, those 

students who have a strong 
group of friends and have been 
in the district for a couple 
of years can do their best to 
reach out to new students or 
those who seem to not have 
found their niche.  Even small 
gestures like a smile or wave 
can make a world of difference 
in someone’s day.  

 

 Actor Kevin Spacey was 
accused of sexual misconduct 
towards more than a dozen 
men, each around the age of 18. 
Kevin Spacey was also in several 
award-winning movies over the 
past decade that have all become 
somewhat of a cornerstone in the 
film industry, each in their own 
way. 
 So, should his behavior 
off the screen influence how we 
view his art? 
 Through movies 
like “Se7en,” “The Usual 
Suspects,” “American Beauty,” 
“L.A. Confidential,” and most 
recently “Baby Driver,” Spacey 
has become more than just an 

identifiable face in Hollywood. 
He has earned the right to be 
recognized as a talent and an 
inspiration to existing actors in 
the business as well as those 
aspiring to be on the big screen 
for the first time. Despite the 
allegations, it is worth being able 
to accept when an artist has done 
something good in whichever 
industry they belong to. Without 
justifying anything Spacey 
has been accused of, justly or 
otherwise, there is no reason the 
value of a performance should 
be mitigated just because the 
performer has offended in some 
way or another.
 Art has cemented itself 
into society as a medium for 

conveying a vast spectrum of 
emotions and ideas from the 
artist. Individuals have built their 
lives, their careers, and have 
influenced entire cultures through 
the principle that their art can be 
sold and consumed, now more 
than ever, by millions of people. 
However, when the character of 
an artist is put into question is 
the validity of the art itself up for 
debate as well, or is it still worth 
appreciating for what it is?

“The artist and 
the art are separate 
entities, and the the 
contents of the art 

should be cautiously 
studied before being 

acknowledged as a direct 
correlation between a 

crime and a piece of art.”
 
Because of the 

passion and care put towards 
creating art and fostering other 
artists, a person’s work should 
not be ignored no matter the 
circumstances. This is true if 
and only if the work itself is 
beneficial in some way to either 
the progression of the art form, 
the development of a culture, 
or is in some way a positive 
reinforcement on the community 

as a whole. 
 Michael 

Jackson is a perfect example of 
avoiding permanent damage to 
his art because he has made such 
a significant mark in the world 
as a both a public figure and a 
musician. “Billie Jean” will never 
be a bad song no matter how 
many allegations Jackson has 
accumulated, and nobody would 
think to claim that its far reaching 
influence has diminished, because 
the artist has done an undeniably 
awful thing. The artist and the 
art are separate entities, and the 
the contents of the art should 
be cautiously studied before 
being acknowledged as a direct 
correlation between a crime and a 
piece of art.

 Creativity is an 
integral part of moving forward 
as a culture and if everyone had 
their creations directly criticized 
according to their character, 
we would have an artistically 
flat society. It is important to 
allow artists to exercise what 
they believe through what they 
make and grant the listener 
the opportunity to decide for 
themselves whether or not the 
artist’s work is tainted because he 
or she has questionable integrity 
or ethics.
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 Keeping the 
school safe should always 
be a top priority to the staff. 
We have counselors for 
emotional safety, we have 
janitors for sanitary safety, 
and we have a small buzzer 
that will always let someone 
in with no further defenses 
for physical safety. I see a 
problem with the latter. 

 Students 
are left completely in the 
hands of police when it 
comes to our safety and this 
has to change. According 
to SchoolGuards website 
the average school shooting 
lasts a total of 12.5 minutes 
whereas police response 
time is 18 minutes.    
 Typically in these 
shootings the shooter stops 
their rampage by attempting 
to run or, the more common 
outcome, killing themself 
once they face opposition. 
This behavior is seen time 
and time again such as in 

Columbine, or Sandy Hook. 
Placing a firearm that in 
the school that will have a 
faster response than police 
can drastically save lives in 
the instance of a shooting.  
 Some schools in 
Ohio have already been 
training teachers to utilize 
firearms in special training 
classes on firearm security 
and handling. Currently 
legislation is going through 
congress to get $67 million 
dollars for a new program of 
arming and training staff at 
public schools. With all of 
the politics of the issue some 
compromises are being made 
on gun control. Starting with 
raising the legal age to buy 
a firearms to 21, banning 
assault weapons, and and 
restructuring mental health 
access to firearms. 

 The issue 
with raising ages to buy 
firearms is that you will 
essentially be losing access 
to your second amendment 
right with no due process. 
With the raised age a person 
could vote on gun laws but 
not actually own a gun. 
Another issue is assault 
weapons, which is a very 
general term used to describe 
many different types of 
firearms, the definition is 
loose but many define it as 
a rifle with a military style 
design that has select fire. 

The issue with this definition 
is that select fire rifles are 
already banned and the 
metalic frame does nothing 
besides make the fire arm 
lighter and sturdier than 
wood frames. 

 Obviously 
we won’t be handing every 
teacher an AR-15 with no 
further training, that would 
be childish and stupid. My 
personal opinion would be 
having one to three trained 
volunteer teachers in the 
building who can handle 
a rifle in an emergency 
situation. Each school 
would have at least one 
firearm locked in a central 
location inside a safe where 
the volunteers could easily 
and quickly access it. Once 
opened a preset alarm would 
set off alerting the school 
that a loaded firearm is 
present and that the school is 
going into a lockdown. This 
way the school can reduce 
response time by dividends 
and in turn, save more lives. 
While arming teachers should 
be a no brainer, many oppose 
it fervently. 

 The biggest 
opposition people have, 
is that it leads to students 
feeling unsafe in a learning 
environment knowing that a 
loaded firearm is present. 

Is Art Separate From Its Artist?

Lunchtime Divide


